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only one in which he is regular; for the remain-
ing hours are wasted in absolutely inexplicable
confusion. His ill-humour the other day, for
example, which I had supposed was occasioned
by the quarrel at Charlottenburg, induced me to
enquire into particulars. It was nothing more
than a musical dispute. The King would have a
chamber concert* He ordered two - and - twenty
musicians to be assembled. It was his intention
to have performed himself; his violoncello was
uncased and tuned. Fourteen musicians only
came; and passions, threats, intemperance sue*
ceeded. The valets de chambre laid the blame
on Kalikan, whose business it was to summon
the musicians. Kalikan was thrown into prison*
Duport, the famous violoncello player, and con-
sequently the favourite musician, came to the aid
of Kalikan, and gave the King the letter which
the valets de chambre had intercepted. His
choler then became outrageous ; everybody fled ;
but no further effects have followed this subaltern
prevarication. Poor King 1 Poor country I *

i The late despot made drummers of M.  Mara   (the
husband of the celebrated singer) and  another  musician.  .                     ** conquer Moravia for the benefit of this
